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a great deal more. Afonso do Albuquerque lost his temper;
seizing the rebel with no gentle grasp, he ordered the hand-
cuffs to be brought, and there, was something like a free
fight, Joao da Nova's beard was very long. A few hairs of
it got plucked out in the struggle. A man's board was a
peculiarly sacred appendage, and Joao da Nova was terribly
hurt.

Weeping with rage, he gathered up the precious fragment
from the deck and tied it in his handkerchief. " Before the
King," he cried, "you will answer for this insult to my
beard!"

" If I had pulled out all the rest of it," said Albuquerque
scornfully, " he would not cut oft my head for thai!"

Joao da Nova, placed in irons, was taken below. The
heat down there was so intolerable that ho might have died,
if Albuquerque had not soon relented and transferred him
to the forecastle. A day or two later he was restored to his
command. An inquiry had boon held regarding the in-
stigators of this mutiny and so many were found implicated
that, rather than punish all, Albuquerque preferred to pardon
the lot.

The siege of Qrmuz was somehow kept up in spite of
everything. The rebellious captains still distinguished them-
selves in fights for water on the neighbouring islands. From
the Isle of Kishm, where Albuquerque had posted him to
guard the wells, Antonio do Campo sent: word that he had
seen a fleet of sixty ships. A navy was arriving from Julfar
to protect Cogeatar's barges. The captive who supplied this
information added that the visdcr had also written to Diu
for reinforcements.

Afonso Lopes da Costa and Manuel Teles were dispatched
to assist Antonio do Campo if the enemy attacked, and
Albuquerque promised if necessary to join them with the
other ships. Meanwhile he watched Ormuz, and " I had a
second anchor lowered from my ship to show the Moors that
the Armada of the King was not afraid of anything that
might come up against it!"